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Iking one Robert Gilmore (phonetic) with uim at the Thursday < 
meeting in New York City. When King agreed to this, Rustin 
advised that he would toll Harry Wachtol that it was agroed an 


that Gilmore could come. The meeting in question apparently 
refers to that of King’s advisors or somotimes referred to 
as the "xesearch conmmittee.” k/_ 
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Your letter of September 24th has been 
received. co 
t-4 


yoga 


While I would llke to be of service to you, 
information contained in the files of the FBI must be main- 
tained as confidential {n accordance with regulations of 
the Department of Justice and is available for official use 
only. I regret Iam not able to be of help in this instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy. 
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September 2h, 79Sh 


Te HOdGr wl Bias rage LOO ee 
Nircetor of tie redcral Tureau of Investigstion 
washington, 7.6. 


Dear Mr. Hoovers 

Perhaps Tam *sking lor iInforwation which, is not rerinissible to or is - 
renstd Go ansordiuiy etigen, Foxcver, 7 beet rest sisturbed by some 
impressions being passe.i.around among some members of the chureh nam 2 shove 
OL Ainicly (Ean) Tae sas lor, 


In a recent meeting at which 2 guest speaker spoke to our yourg racrics 
people's class on the subject of "Gommanasm", the Gseaker Souert- to. Ars 4 eee 
mii Martin Tu Luther*i hing, Jr. as being connected with the Gommunist rarty in 
America, “hile he did sot say that he was a Communist, he did say th-4 he 
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has had connections with Commanict—-front orcanizations. 


Hav np hese). re. Jone speak persis ly sah having ye wichis: bass ar“ oe 
Birmingham bus hoyeot., J find it extremely hard to helieve that he has -o- 
such Cormunist connestions. I have aliniys considered Ur. King a foremost, 


United Stites citizen. If he has no such eccnections it is not right the 
should be so elas,.c2 tnd have such suspicion cast urvon him, ani «ny suc. 4) 
rumors™*should be ended. = 


ed 
If To am not asking for information that cannot be dispensed, I was 
wondering if vou could send me a strtement, *Lo "ry, haine’s staiditp a6 view 4 
by the Federal Surcau of Investigction in repird to any “om.udist comectienrc. 
If this information cannot be disnensel, I will understand. 
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Your letter of September 23rd, with enclosure, has 


been received. 


With respect to your inquiry, regulations of the Depart- 
ment of Justice pertaining to the confidential nature of the Information 


contained in FBI files preclude my commenting as you suggested, 
I regret I am unable to be of assistance in this instance but trust you 


will understand. 
Sincerely yours, 


| Wo Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Sept. 23, 1964 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 


Gentlemen: 

Cs 
inclosed, please find copy of picture showing Martin. Luther--King 
at meeting described in picture. Kindly notify if the information 
is correct, and whether or not the school pictured has been deci ared 
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The above picture was made by an employee of the State of Georgia, at the Highlander 
Folk School in Monteagle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The photo- 
grapher was sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Education. 
The Highlander Folk School was abolished by an act of the Legislature of the State of Ten- 
nessee at a later date because it was charged with being a subversive organization. 


Those numbered in the picture are: SX 


1. Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots. Karl, 
Prussion, a counterspy for the FBI for twenty-two years, charges that Martin Luther King g 
belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations — more than any Communist in thext- 
United States. He is promoted and encouraged by the Kennedys. ow 


2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. NC 
Cc 
- 


3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Trans- co 
mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party. ra 


4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Monteagle, : 
Tennessee. ee EN CLOSURE ae > = 
These “Four Horsemen” of racial agitation have brought tension, disturbance, strife 
and violence in their advancement of the Communist doctrine of “racial nationalism.” 
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Dear os 
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Your letter of September 26th, with enclosure, 
has been received. 


With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. I regret I cannot be of assistance in this instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 


Sincerely yours, 


4. tdgar t vicover 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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ollings wood, N. J. 
Sept. 26, 1964 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


This Oe received the enclosed article in 
1 T7T a 





the mail. Martin Luther’“King has been operating under the guise 
of religion. 
pha. Sake i DP on AOE? 

Accordiyg to this article he is either a full-fledged 
Communist or sympathizer. I have been told Roy Wilkins, and 
others who speak for the Negroes are Communists. 

You are the one man in this country that we rely on. 
We know you have the facts and tell the truth. 


Before election on Nov. 3. I would like to know 
whether King, Wilkins, etc. are Communists because the answer 
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Very truly Yours, 
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P.S. From the recent decisions of the U. S. Supreme Court favoring 


Communists, I feel a thorough investigation is in order. What security 2 
do loyal citizens have when avowed traitors are favored? f° 
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The above picture was made by an employee of the State of Georgia, at the Highlander 
a Folk School in Monteagle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The photo- 
grapher was sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Education. 
The Highlander Folk School was abolished by an act of the Legislature of the State of Ten- 

nessee at a later date because it was charged with being a subversive organization. 


Those numbered in the picture are: 


. Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots. Karl 
Gy Meni a counterspy for the FBI for twenty-two ycars, charges that Martin Luther King 
belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations — more than any Communist in the 
: om! United Stotes. He is promoted and encouraged by the Kennedys. 
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3. fae; Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Trans- 
‘isa mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party. 

aa |4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Monteagle, 
i¢ Tennessee. 

These ‘Four Horsemen” of racial agitation have brought tension, disturbance, strife 
and violence in their advancement of the Communist doctrine o of ’ ‘racial nationalism.” 
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Your letter of September 25th has been received. 





In connection with your inquiry, I must point out 
that information contained in the files of the FBI is confidential 
and available only for official use, pursuant to regulations 6 

the Department of Justice. I know you will understand to 
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inability to be of assistance. epats, | Se 4 
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Sentember PS, 


Dear Mr. *oover: 

Impve a ledy in my chir-ch who believes 
thet Martin Luthursine is a cemunict. 2 kno: that she 
will abide by Vhat you say- and so will I. 2) you have 
any facts either way ? onl? you please let m know as 
she is causing a lot of tronble,. 
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MARTIN 


Re Bureau routing slip dated 9/1/64 and Romelet 


dated 9/21/64. 


Set out below is the translation of an article 


which appeared in the newspaper "L'Unita," issue of 9/22/64, 
an Italian language newspaper published in Rome, 
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Pope, 


hidden his friendship for the Negroes. 
left him with the impression 
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LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER — C 


LUTHER KING: 
The Pope is Friend of the Negroes. 
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DATE: 
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9/29/64 


Italy. 


The Reverend Martin Luther King, presently 
in London for the launching of his last book 
dedicated to the racial problem entitled "Why We 
Cannot Wait,'"' declared today that Great Britain 
also would have racial difficulties if the 
people do not exercise constant vigilance. 


Recalling his recent audience with the 
King said that Pope Paul VI has never 


added King, 
according to the Catholic Church, 


gation is morally condemnable. 


turns tomorrow, 
that, 


Concerning the United States, 
the Reverend King has declared 


after the approval of the civil rights law, 


the situation has considerably improved in the 
The day is not far away, 


Southern States. 


concluded, 
the Southern States will collapse completely. 


senator Goldwater in the Presidentinl election would 


in America signify "one great and dark night 
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King said further that a victory by 


of social destruction." 
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Subject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
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ReBulet to Department of State 8/10/64. 
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UNIVED SFALES Geo NMENT ey 
Memorandum 
TO j DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 9/28/64 
os 
FROM 2 OZSBAC, PHILADELPHIA (100-116230) a 
(2) a 
SUBJECT: _DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING; 
SM = 0 ests 
| For the information of the Bureau and Atlanta, 


the "Philadelphia Evening Bulletin," a daily newspaper, 

on 9/20/64 carried a story to the effect that Dr, MARTIN 
IUTHER KING would be speaking in Philadelphia before the 
Greater Philadelphia Citizens Committee, 10/7/64 at & p.m. 
at Convention Hall. Topic of the meeting will be Law and 
Order with Dr. KING making the principal address. 
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Your letter of September 20th, with enclosure, has 
been received, 


With respect to your inquiries, regulations of the 
Department of Justice pertaining to the confidential nature of the 
information contained in FBI files preclude my commenting as you 
requested. I regret I cannot be of assistance in this instance but 
trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 
2 
225 Inasmuch as your communication is of interest-to 
another governmental agency, I am referring a copy of it to The 
Honorable, The Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 






Sincerely yours, os 


MAILED 19 


SEP 2 : 1964 


COMM-FBI 


wor 


HOOY SNIOVAY- 
P.Hd Ee" Che 43S 








Te Edrar Flooven. 
a Ya 
. to Secretary of State by form. 
(y , reemere Th 3 oe 
Tolaon (3) ‘. ad 79 20 Nast iY 
Mohr rm Ay Aaa sees 
oe SEB sri; feye sof emma 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Copy of incoming sent 
DFC:djp6 ft 
[elmont 
i “CT PIND 











“onrad 
DeLoach 
ans 





ard 2 of Ey 
Sele Ohicing 


f° | é J f 
es a. f\. UREEAEL (pi Wr PO1op ve fe os ‘< ¥ 
Sullivan tr ; 
“BUC! sy 
Te 


peat! MAIL ROOML_J TELETYPE UNIT L_] 


(o- 





I 





_Soetpeseema BML oe Wea IO TAR IE a ghee MOT aA ROE By ye 


YR 


Sey 


i ee) ~r, - 








be) | ' 






September oth. , 7% 


‘Mr John Edgar Hoovor, Director 
‘Federal Bureau of Investigation 
‘U.S.Department of Justice Building 
Washington DC 


Dear Director Hoover : 


How come ' needs no passport ? Is he being investigated 7 


Who'is financing trip aboard ? 
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UPI Telephote = e 
Martin Luther King Talks With Berliners 
The Rev. Martin Luther King, U.S. civil splinters when Communist bullets pierced a {SE . 
- Fights leader on tour in Germany, talks with windew panc. Story, Page 1-A. Dr. King was fo ‘ 
members of a Berlin family whose spart- admitted into East Berlin withont a passport |i 
ment building was struck by Communist gun- last night. King had forgotten the passport |C¢ 
fire early yesterday. The border guards but an East German border guard recog: §] 
Were firing at an escaping refugee. A wom- nized him and allowed him to pass. King ad- 
an in the house was wounded by glass dressed overflow audiences in two churches. 
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To, Director, FBI (100-106670) pare: 9/21/64 
fii ; { Legat, Rome  (100-0-915) 
: 


( 
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTIKR KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER ~ C 


Re Bureau routing slip dated 9/1/64, 


Attached for the information of the Bureau are two 
articles regarding MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., which appeared 
in the 9/18/64 and 9/19/64 issues of the "Rome Daily 
American," a daily English language newspaper in Rome, Italy. 
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R'S with aide Ralph Abernathy 


Rey. King Has High Hopes 
Pope Will Aid Nesro Cause 


By KEN WLASCHIN 
"+ (Staff Writer) 


ROME, Sept. 18—The Rév. Mertin not have a specific agenda for his 
Luther King, one of the outstanding papal interview other than explain. 
Negro leaders in the U.S. civil Nights ing the status of the racial situa- 
Struggle, has high hopes that his tion in the U.S. today but that he ‘ 
private interview with Pope Paul] VI hoped they would be able to discuss 


Friday will Jead to a reemphasized jt fully in relation to the Catholic 
stand by the Roman Catholic Church Church. 


sgainst racism. ad : “Of course, I hope that the Pope 
mit Rie ove sincd Dut'Be"eNd | wl nae Ail ROPE Ste Bone 


elven about our talk,” he explained cau- 
tiously. “The Roman Catholic Chureh 


has already Jet jts oppasition lo 
racism be known anc jt has been 
Cl great belp to us in our work, 
But I think if every individual Cath- 
CllC WAS made aware of the Church's 
sland by the Pope, it would be cf 
Great assistance to the civil rights 
- movement in the future.” 
King, ia Eureve at the invitaticn 65K 
of West Berlin Mayor Willy Brandt 
tO open the West Berlin Arts Fesli- 
val, came to Rome §pecifically to } ( 
“see the Pope after being told he « 4c 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
could have an interview. 


will be published next week. While 


wee etn _— 
ere wil] make both public and 


TV appearances. 
ma who has made 4 tifelimy 
Fponey flever to eee a Politics, 
Stated that he may soon change his 
mind and endorse President Lyndon 
a. 4B Nhe coming presidential elections. ' 
~. “In 8 way I already have,” he 
™ explained, “for I have felt it nec- 
essary © s#peak out against Sen. 
Goldwater. As I have said before 
and will say again, his election 
would be a terrific setback for the 
American Negro, indeed for a)) of 
America's pour. He voted against 
the Civi] Rights Bil) and he voted 
Bgainst the poverty ditt. 
“If be were elected the restless, | 
poorer section af the aS popu- 
tion would despair. ir life 
would like m tong, narrow ocr. , 
* yor wut exits or signposts. 
. There would undoubtedly be more 
t Wlolence, more riots. aa 
' =I don't say this to condone them. 
fA abselutety condemn = siolence 
whether it is caused by Negroes in 
-the North or racists im the South. | 
“Vicience, as I see it, is both im- 
~Jpractical and immoral. But as a! 
social analyst, 1 would say thai 
Ben. Goldwater's election would 
weurely bring on new outbreaks of . 
violence.” 
The 35-year-old tuinister 
* then broke imo a emule. 
“But I don't think he wilt be 
* @lected,” he said. 
Queried abcut what actian the 
. Civil rights leaders plammed after 
the November elections (they have 
~ Geclared a “truce” during the p 
' Gietiion period), King explained that 
plans were stil] not definite. 
“We may decide to concentrate 
on some of the most difficult 
tm the South where the Civil Rights 
Bol is no being enforced or we 
may work on the wider from, of 
. COter regisiraticnenmemm omen 
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a rey pretlets Gee aa aie 
the tect that” 3 
arlem, for examp! 


King sympathized with 


Judice continues to recede at the 


, Present rete, there would be no. 


Yyeason why a Negro could not be 

- @lected.” 

, King, who has never had 
@esire to go into politics, politely 
refused to even think his 
ever runningffor the office. 


j “My hope is that the American — 


Tacigi situation will become such 
that I can return ful! time to my 
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ROME, Sept. 16 (UPII —- Rey. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Friday be- eo eee om he eh 
came the first U.S. Negro civil 1 422.222. pee 



































(Indicaie page, name of 


righis leader to meet with Pope newspaper, city and state.) 


Paul VI who he called “a friend 
of the Negro and of the cause of 
civil rights.” 

The American Negro talked with 
the Pope for 25 minutes about 
peaceful, non-violent means for ad- 
vancing his cause and came away 
saying, “we have a strong endorse. 
menf from certainly the foremost 
leader in the world of Christen. 
dom.” 

King said in an airport press con. 
ference before flying to Madrid that 
the Pope promised he would make 
& public declaration supporting 
non-violent means for advancing the 
cause of the Negro and of civi) 
rights. The Pope did not Say when 
he would make it, however. 

The Pontiff also asked King for 

, Some of his writings, and the Amer. 
ican Negro pastor said he would 
send: the Pope his twa books, 
“Strength To Love,” -and “Why We 
Can't Wait.” 

King was tn high Spirits after 
the historic gathering. Earlier in 
St. Peter's Square talking to jour. 

ae nalists he showed them a silver 

medal of the Ecumenical Council 

that the Pope had given him and { 

7 quoted the Pontiff as saying, “I am. : 
a friend af the Negro people.” 

King said that the Pope stated 
himself clearly in favor of the 
method of non-violent action — 
citing his great admiration for the 
Jate Indian leader Gandhi — and 


——{Please turn P 
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‘Continued trom Page ?i . 
added that the Negroes must obtain 
therr rights 

~AL this point £ exelainied ‘I am 
also for non-violence’.” King said. 
“The Pope told me he knew it and 
that be admired my conduct and 
hoped that throfsb this method the 
Noprocs woukt aepuire aot only the 
recopaiiiag: af their riches, but alsa 
the homer the must be shown [to 
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Dr. King Sees Pope, 
Gets Pledge’of Aid 


By The Associated Prest 
VATICAN 

Dr. Mariin Jpther King. 
talked with PopeaPaul Vi for 
295 minutes yesterday and 
. said later the Pontiff “told 
me he would make a personal 
and public declaration 
against racial segregation.” 
' Dr. King added that the 
' Pope “did not say and when 
ft would be.” ep ee ! 
‘The- American civil rights 
leader, in an interview after 
the audience, called his meet- 
ing -wiiitthe Pope and the 
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Pontiff's words “profound 
encouragement for all Chris- 
_ tians in the world, and par- 
ticularly in the United States, 
who are involved in the civil 
rights struggle with us.” 

Dr. King, 35, a Baptist min- 
{ster, and the spiritual leader 
of the world's 550 million Ro- 
man Catholics, conferred in 
the papal apartment in the 
Apostolic Palace. 

The Vatican did not Issue & 
statement afterward. But the 


fact that the Pope, granted 
the private audigite—arl 
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MARTIN LIEHER KING, SR, 


The 1964 Year Book of the Southern Christian 
Leadecship Conference (SCLC), Atlanta, Georgia, shows 
that MARTIN LUTHER KING, SR., is a member of the Executive 
Board of poh 


KING was bern December 19, 18909, in Henry 
He is married to ALBERTA W, KING and 


County, Georgia. 

they presently reside at 2873 Dale Creek Drive, N.W., 
Atlanta, Geerpla, ING is currently pastor of the 
Fbenezer Raptist Church in Atlanta where he has served 


since 1942. \4 
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The “New York Times" newspaper dated 


¢ 
g Mav 2, 1956, page 40, cclumn 1], described 
= EARL BROWDER as having become Secretary of 
aN -.» the Communist Party, NSA, in 1930 and General 
oN Secretary in 1934, BROWDER was ousted as 
8 * " Chairman of Communist Political Assocation in 
ne L945 and was expelled by the Communist Party 
AG in February, 1946, according to the article. U 
= fy 
ab 
og b(!) 





bt) 





APPROPRIATE ACEH 
ADVISED BY ROUT] 


BIBI terme 


a 215 es . yy PEO? Ca ae 

Oe ‘seh Ga gy Ae 62 eae et 
ie Gs Tas ci Gielen Oliiaslty . 

r —“™ Le , 

CON 


ENESEne fO%-7 066 FA 


“Al 








mn Ane x) to eo *. ,, 
Me eC ee a 





; yee ~— i” ms -* ™ 7 : ” 4 “ - : 
ey Be Se tt I a Se Nee” 


ere TET re 


a 





MN AR CROP TD eco SG 


Se ee — | pipet 
S. a3 adv: . . ae ~_ ~ a Ser 


MARTIAN LETHER KING paar 


TAL. 










talled on Reverend 





a roar rc ae \to his knowledge MARTIN LUTH 
K'NG, SR, was net a member of the Communist Party but 
believed KIND, SR. would cooperate with the Communist Party 
for the betterment of the Negro race. There was no 
irfcrmation available regarding activities on the part of 
KING which would verify information from VERNA SCOTT that 
KONG, SR, was a member cf the Communist Party, 










i said that MARTIN LUTHER | 
sympathetic to the Southern 


K'NG, SR. wae 


Negra Youth Conference 

The Southern Negro Youth Conference is an 
crganization which was designated by the Attorney General 
pursuant to Executive Order i0450.Y 


 ResMG, SR. attended 4 Southern Conference 
Educaticna]) Fund conference ir Atlanta, Georgia, according 
to the Januzry, 1955, issue of “The Southern Patriot" {/ 


A&A ‘harecterization of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund is attached hereto. |} 
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Conference Edicationatl Fund iiterature was mailed. Reverend 
MARIIN LETYR? KING, 93 Boulevard, M.E., Atlanta, Georgia, 
appeared ame oy these names and aggeceoenae 


“his doltument contains neither recommendations 
nec ccncelusiens of the FBI, It is the prcperty of the 

FBI ard is Luaned toa your agency; it and its contents 

are net ta k distributed outside your agency, l{ 
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SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC, 
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‘~The Southern Patriot," a monthly publication, 
Shows that it is published | the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC, (SCEF 4 


"The Southern Patriot" was cited as an "organ" 
of the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN WBLFARE (SCHW) by 
the Comnittee on Un-American Activities, House Report 592, 
on the SCHW, June 12, LONT 6 \Y 


Tne SCHW was cited as a communist front by the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report 592, 
June 16, LOAT «(4 

An amendment to the charter of the SCHW changed 
the name of that organization to the SCEF, and listed its 
purpose as being to improve the educational and cultural 
standards of the Southern people in accordance with the 


highest American democratic institutions, traditions, 
and ideals, The amendment was dated April 26, 1946.1 





A source advised on March 2, 1961, that 
CLAUDE LIGHIFOOT, a Communist Party functionary, stated vt 
at a mecting of the Communist Party in Baltimore, Mary- Ms 
dand, on February 25, 1961, that the Communist Party is 4 
not connected with any progressive movement but indirectly Don 
tney do have some influence in the SCEF.@H ax 


A second source, who is familiar with some phases 

ol Communist Party activity in the New Orleans area, advised 

on May 27, 1963, that during the time the SCHW wos in 

existenze, Communist Party (CP) members were members of 

#na worked actively in the SCHW, However, since the formation 

ot the SCEF, rank and file CP members have not been 

cneouraged to work in the SCEF, The source stated that the 
 SCEP 1s a progressive, liberal organization, which he 

considers a CP front organization because it has gone 

along with the Communist, Party on certain issues, particularly 

ca the racial question gy 


On May 27, 1903, the second source advised that 
“in the past he has considered JAMES DOMBROWSKI, the 
Exenutive Director’ ofthe SCEF, to be a Communist, if not I 
‘an actual Communist Party member, because he followed ' 


ommunist principles 
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The second source also advised on May 27, 1963, 
that many people wno are officials and members of the SOEF, 
while liberal in their views, are by no means communists . @% 
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i In Reply, Blddse RQed to September 28, 1964 (; ee 
File No. { uae 
3 
: Title MARTIN LUTHER KING, GR. 
. Character 
Reference Letterhead Memorandum dated 


September 28, 1964, captioned 
as above at Atlanta, Ga, 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished 
reliable information in the past.}A 







(C/ 40) 
has furnished both 


reliable and unreliable information in the past .@ 


an 


: This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not te be distributed outside your agency.\\ 
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"1 ae Re New York teletype dated 9/25/64. \ 
eo fi 
a Enclosed are seven copies of a letterhead memorandumy q > E = * 
@5 dated and captioned as above. Yu eit Oe NS 
ca cwntined the 8 FA 
<i was the source who furnished the 7 
ae] information in the letterhead memorandum. (} == we 
yk 
iC 
X5\= Bureau (100-442529) (Encls. 7) (RM) 
se 100-158790) (BAYARD RUSTI pas 
a 4. 100-106670) (MARTIN LUTHER-KING, JR.) ADE TEENPUATTON COMTAT TD 
2 = Atlanta (100-6670) (Encls. 2) (Info) (RM) oe meee) 
‘ (1 - 100-5586) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) ices ee 
1 - Savannah (100- (Encl, 1) (Info) (RM) EOS: ahs: 
1 - Newark (100- ) (Encls. 1) (Info) (RM 
1 - New York aeeae acy. (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) (42) 
«1 - New York (100-46729) (BAYARD RUSTIN) (42) 
1 - New York geo 12er3) coe LOCAL 1199) (41) J Sg gon 
1 - New York (100-153735) (42) ~~. 7 2 
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NY 100-153735 


This letterhead memorandum has been classified 
"Secret" because it contains information from Gm 
a source who has furnished highly sensitive inTOrm 
with regard to the racial situation in the New York area 
and the Communist infiltration thereof, and it is felt 
that this classification is necessary in order to prevent 
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Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C Vi 
| 8 
A conridential source, who has furnished reliable Fp 
information in the past, advised on September 25, 1054, that ant 
Bayard Rustin (the organizer of the March on Washington, 3S 
August, 1953) was in contact on that date with an unidentified = 
woman. According to the source, they discussed a youth aS 
conference which was recently held in Washington, D.C. =< fi 
Rustin said the conference went off very weld, Ser 
at he also had a meeting at a 


Rustin told the woman th 
the A. Philip Randoiph Institute (A. Philip Randolth, President 
of the Brotherhood of Sleepimn: Car Porters, American f 
Federation of Labor - Congress of Industrial Organizations, = 
AFL-CIO). In that regard, he said he spoke with two wen from E 
the office of George Meany (President, AFL-CIO), who were very : 
Philip Randolph Institute (Washington, EB ' 


interested in the aA. 

D.C.).. In view of Meany's interest, and the fact that he 
(Meany) was prepared to say that the AFL-CIO was willing to 
Give $10,000,*many other unions would fall into line, Rustin 


ne 
Continuing, Rustin said "they" wanted him to proceed 
vigorously to try to get the tax exemption (for the A. Philip 
"they said at the “present ¢ime Xo 
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Randolph Institute) because 
Tnis document contains neither recommendations ni 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property u. 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Communjst Influence In Racial batters {Al 
Rustin was very nigh on both President Johnson's ana 
Humphrey's list as a result of his work at Atlantic City, 
(during the National Democratic Convention). In view of 
that, Rustin said, he spoke to Joseph Rauk (Vice Presidext 
of the Americans for Democratic Action, ADA, and General 
Counsel to the United Auto Workers, APL-C105 who said he 
was prepared to push the tax exemption through the 
Department of Justice./ 


The same confidential source advised on Sentember 25, 
1964, that Bayard Rustin was in contact with Martin futher 
King, Jr. (President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
SCLC;, on that date. Among the matters considered was a 
speairing engagement to which King 1s committed for Sunday, 
Noveinber ll, 1964, in Newark, New Jersey. . In that regard, 
King aaidDon No weembe ({en-major league baseball player) had 
contacted him abou the er osocuents He said he aid not 
desire that his -vsech ac the affair be a major sneeny 
because ne had to speak in Brooklyn, Wew York, on ‘he =sme 
date, 


Rustin told King of a request he had received 
from Leon Davis (President, Local 1199, Drug and Hospital 
imployees Union, Retail, wholesale and Department Store 
Union, RivDSU, AFL-CIO), that King also speak in Newari on 
the same day. This speech, Rustin said, would be in behalf 
of hospital “workers 4 Newarixs wno Rustin said were naving a 
hard time with an organizing drive. 


Rustin said that in addition to King's speech, 
that he (Rustin), A Philip Randolph and others would be 
speaking as well. 


According to the source, King got an assurance 
from Rustin that he would not be speaking before a political 
Gathering, but the affair would be concerned solely with the 
Necro strugsle. Rustin promised to furnish King with 
additional details when he “arrived down there next weelc" 
(to attend the SCLC gonference in Savannah, begianing on 
September 29, 1964). 


Ee ra 


: ne Step One er ar I A 
uses Sh Dei rE hE TI ES el Ne 





shank cis dah 
<eekehetztitnly, 

a 

5 “t", 


Bane Influence In Racial iatters 





On September 26, 1964, the same source advised that 
Rustin was in contact with an unicgentified woman on tnat date. 
Rustin related that he had recently talked with Dr. Logan 
(Dr. Arthur Logan, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Haryou-Act), who informed him that he (Rustin) was being 


considered foyw an appointment to the Board of Directors of 

: Haryou-het. 

: It should be noted that Haryou-Act 

Bo is a combination or Harlem Youth 

Opportunities Unlimited and Associated . 

z. Community Teams, whcse purpose is to fight juvenile 
a delinquency in Harlom. ; 


The same source advised on September 27, 1964, that 
Bayar? Rustin was in contact with an unidentified male on 


: that Gate, Pustin said he was leaving New York City, on 
co Tuesday, Sententsr 29, 194"!, and would be gone for ‘S:1° days. 
: But before he lenves the city, Rustin said he woulg weite a 


statenent endorsing Johnson (President Lyndon B, Gurancy, 
which King would use under his on name. 


Rustin then taik2d about the A. Poilip Randolyh 

7 Institute, and in this regard, listed the names of the following, 
who he said-vwould be advisors: Roy ‘Wilkins (lxecutive Secretary, 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peonle, 

: NAACP}; Martin Luther King, dr. (President of the SCLC); 

Whitney Young (Zxecutive S .cretary, National Urban League), 

as well as otheis.; Kustin said it was very important that 

the public ter x civil pights leaders were aligned with 
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In continuing his concern for tne Institute, Rustin 
Said he was going to open an office in Harlem to nandle the 
affairs of the Institute. He said the orfice would be opened 
in his name, not in the name or the Institute. 


During their contact, Rustin told of his recent 
appearance before a youth confercnce in Washington, D.C. 
He said he nad learned in that regard that he hud nade moe! 
very favorable Smoroeaicn on PopreSentativos of the Labor 
Department.(apparently referring to representatives attending 
the conference). 
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Influence In Racial riatters 


In "The Saturdsy Evening Post", issue of July 1li- 
18, 1964, page 76, Seysord austin is the subject 
of s feature article erptioned: "The Lone Wolf 
of Civil Ri:hts", In it, tustin is said to 

Linve come to New Yoric in 1938, as an organizer 
for the Younp Communist Leipue (¥CL), and as 
such, he had the job of rccruiting stucents for 
the Frarty” « Furthermore, the article reports 


thot @durins kh first veers in Now York. veustin 
NH hd J ide ms aa Ls aA Le we wt ae do Bie oe A Wh ay ean Y Aes 


five inost of his carnings to the "Party". He 
reportedly left tac "Farty" in 1941, the article 
statcs, 


The YCL has been desiinmited purshant to 
Exccutive Order 19450, 


The "Daily Worker", February 12, 1957, page 1 
colunn 2, reported that Yyard iuustin, Executive 
Secerctary, War icsistcrs Lea uc, wes an ooserver 
ot the L6th National Convention of the 

Communist Party, United States of Amcrica 

(CP, USA), held in Wew fork City, on 

Peoruary 9-12, 1957 

The “Daily ‘iorker” vas on Esst Const Communist 
puolication until it ceused puorlicution on 
January 13, 1958. 





Another confidentinl sourer, wo has furnished 
religvle infornation in the p vst, advised. on 
Fobrusry 19, 20, 1964, that © yord Rustin 
contacted senjamin J. vivis on those dates 
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and sou;ht nis advice as to how he could escape 
from & speaking cnpapeacnt to which he was 
conmitted, On the lstter contact, Davis told 
Rustin that he wis working en his request and 


had contacted friends who had contacts with the 
group to which dustin was to speak, 


bl!) 
"The Hew York Times", August 24, 1964, page 27, 
column 4, reports that Beniasin J. Davis, 


National Scerctury, CP, USa, Gied in New York 
City on the night of aujust 22, 1964. 


Sree. 
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On August 4, 1948, Davis testified before 
the House of Representatives, Special 
Subcommittee of the Committee on Education 
and Labor at Washington, D.C. At that 
time, Davis refused to answer when asked 


iv he was then or ever had been a member “4 
of the Communist Party. In his testimony, 

he stated that the Communist Party was 

helpful to the labor movement in the 

United States. 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
FROM: SAC, BOSTON (100-35794) 


MARTIN LUTHERCKING, TR. 
sM-Cc | | 


Re Atlanta airtel to Director dated July 16, 1964. 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are newspaper 
clippings taken from the "Christian Science Monitor" at 
Boston, Mass., in its issue of September 11, 1964, and 
from "The Boston Globe", Boston, Mass., in its issue of 
September 12, 1964, concerning captioned matter. 


These are being submitted for the Bureau's 
information in connection with captioned matter. 
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Necessary-Dr. King 


By MARY MEIER 


Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King ence with Jeaders like the late 
Jr, head of the Southern'President Kennedy and Rob- 
‘Christian Leadership Confer-jert F. Kennedy, who wrote 
ence, pledged Friday an all-jhim deploring the treatment 
out fight to defeat Sen. Barry|which Dr. King received from; 
M. Goldwater’s bid for the:police in Montgomery. 
presidency, There are also letters of! 

The calmly spoken civil) vilification and threats to his 
rights leader told a press con-|life, notes of lectures and. 
ference at Boston University |speeches, press interviews, re-' 
that “It is necessary to oppose cords of incoming and outgo- 


Goldwater and do all we can'ing telephone calls and és 








to defeat him. morabilia. 

' “Sen. Goldwater is not al ‘The curator of the collec- 
racist, but his philosophy gives|tion, Dr, Howard B. Gottlieb, 
;aid and succor to racists.” said its most striking features 


He described | the Republi-lare the careful studies of ra- 
{can nominee's 18th century (rial conditions in Southern 


REN RAR Breese a] 


outlook as “narrow, nation-|cities and plans of active in- 
are and “‘trigger-happy” and itepration, There is also a do- 
“a threat to the security and/cyumented section on police 
morality of this nation.” brutality and some moving let- 
This is, he noted, the first ters from Medgar Evers, Ne- 
election in which he has made gro leader who. was killed in! 
a political endorsement, but hejhis yard. : 
said he was impelled by the; King declined to comment 
“nuclear annihilation” threat. specifically on racial condi- 
ened by Goldwater and the! tions in Boston, where he 
jsenator’s inability to “deal with] tived for three years ag a 


the magni magnitude of poverty in the graduate student, saying _his | 


* 
United States. schedule precluded a meeting 


“Negroes will”vote for the with local civil rights leaders. 
Johnson-Humphrey ticket with} He commented only, “I'm 
enthusiasm,” Dr. King said. Sure Boston Negroes face the 

The 36-year-old Baptist min-|same problems that exist 
ister who launched the first/across the country — ghetto 
large civil-rights protest—thejhousing, de facto school seg-| 
Montgomery, Ala., bus boycott|regation, low  employmeat: 
in 1955, the same year in which levels and poverty.” 
he received his-Ph.D. in theo-| Condemning Negro riots fn: 
logy from Boston University—j|the North as much as white 
“was in town to present his per-!Southern violence and Jawless- 
sonal papers and book manu- ness, Dr. King said peaceful 
acripts to the university's $ $0.5 'demonstrations will oer 
million central library, to be'after the election. 
built next year. tt. ate A 

Accompanied by his attract-. 
ive wife and a friend who has 
often been jailed with him as a 
|demonstrater, Rev. Ralph Ab- 














made the Boston visit a one- 
day stop-over en roule to West ance 
Berlin, where he will deliver fa 
a keynote address for the open- 5 | ‘| 
ing of the city's 1964 arts fest- . fA 5 ¥] 
ival dedicated to President te of 
‘{Kennedy, — 
Sunday’ evening he will was 
preach from the pulpit of East 
Berlin's Protestant cathedral. 
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By Richard Neff 7 
Staff Writer of The Chrigtian Science Monitor 


The Rev, Dr. Martin Luther | _ Speech Cited 
King Jr., who “never talked! oe en on ae 
ivil ri one jotted note includes the 

me aut ey ens 88 ® phrase “God's dream for man.” 
student," returns to Boston: mis may have been ihe germ 


University today to present his of Dr. King’s later, now- 
personal papers to the library ; famous Speech entire 

of his alma mater, | % «1a Dream” given at the March 
: on Washington in August, 


“i 


(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 


Sa aa “famous specch entitled “I Have : 


—_ 


. ional Association for the Ad» 
“vancement of Colored People. 


; And so the Rev. Dr. King. 
‘returns today to Boston Unie 


versity’a “seedbed of civil- 
rights.’73" 

He has noted in his book 
“Stride Toward Freedom” that 
Professor Chalmers and Dean 
Walter Muelder of the School 
of Theology influenced his 


aay growing concept of nonviolence, 


{* “Both Muelder and Chal~ 
'mers,” said Dr. King, “had a 
‘passion for social justice that 
stemmed not from a superficial 
optimism, but from a deep 
faith in the possibilities of hu- 
man beings when they allowed 
; themselves to become co-work- 
,ers with God. 





The noted Negro leader, who 1963. 


received his doctorate in satred 
theology from. the university 
in 1955, “was just not active 
j : 7 
in student affairs,” recalls‘a 
professor who knew him “ 
mately at BU, Mea 

“He had obvious strength 
and stature,” says Dr. L. Har- 
old DeWolf, professor of sacred 
theology. “His friends kpew 
that one day he would be in- 
volved in the civil-rights cause. 
But as a student he seemed 
determined to get the finest 
training possible, as part of a 
total background for what he 
would be called on to do later.”- 

Dr. DeWolf was Dr. King’s 
major adviser, helping shim 
plan a course of study, seJect a 
subject for his doctoral disser+ 
‘lation, and critically evaljuat- 
‘ing his work from week ,to 
week. ‘. 

‘Project Coordinated 

Dr. DeWolf proposed that 
Dr. King’s papers be presented 
to the university, and coordi- 
nated the project of bfinging 
them here from Atlanta, where 
Dr, King is president of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, 

“T went to Atlanta and 
sorted’ the papers for ship- 
ping,” Dr. DeWolf notes, add- 
ing with a smile, “there are 
15 cases each the size of a file 
drawer.” 

The collection, which will be 
housed in BU’s projected $5,- 
500.000 Central Library on the 
Charlies River campus, in- 
cludes tetters from presidents 
of the United States and other 
American political leaders, 
prominent figures in the world 
of arts and literature, and 
civil-rights workers; 
scripts of speeches and articles; 
and .many jotted notes and 


manu- . 


a : - “Th-was at Eoston University 
Boston University has a “cu-ithat I came to see that [the 

mulative tradition” in the field! philosopher Reinhold] Niebuhr 

of civil rights and social action,’ had overemphasized the cor- 

Dy. DeWolf points out. Both/ruption of human nature. His 
aculty and students have made pessimism concerning human 

large contributions to ‘these/ nature was not balanced by an 

fields. _ if loptimism concerning | divine 
In addition to Dr. King, an-|nature.” 

other BU student who-has} - 

gained national  civil-rights 


sete me fea Tareas D Ayre 


PIOMINENCe ib valiivsa MN, © UAe 
man, executive secretary-of the] # 
Studen riolent.Coordinat-7 
ing Committee (SNICK). Mr. 
Forman did graduate work. in}. 
1957-58 under a grant in.,the 
African Studies Program. . ~ 
Thesis Published ' 
Dr, Eric Lincoin, a Negro! 
Ph.D. graduate in 1960, has be- 
come well-known for the pub- 
lication of his thesis on “The: 
Black ‘Muslims in the United; ¢# 
States.” | 
Other BU graduaies have 
joined civil-rights battles on{| 
State and Jocal levels. An ex- 
ample is the Rev. R. Edwin 
King, a white Mississippian 
who received his bachelor's de- 
gree In sacred theology from 
BU and recently helped lead 
the effort by the Freedom 
Democratic Party to gain seat- 
ing at the recent Democratic }* 
tNational Convention in Atlan- 


Associated Presa Wirephoto 


itie City. i 
‘During racial tension and The Rev. Dr. King - 
rioting in St. Augustine, Fla., Revisits shins itever———* 


last June, Dr. DeWolf and sev- 
‘eral other BU faculty members 
~ went to the scene and, accord- 
ing to Dr. DeWolf, helped re- 
establish the communication 
‘between white and Negro com- 
‘munities that eventually lec to 
aaa truce in the historic 
s city. a ; 
“' Rights’ Seedbed . 
Dr, Allan Knight Chalmers, 
who retired last year as a pro- 
fessor at the BU School of! 


[ 


= 1 ae ff a ana 


nhningroanhe pal . 3 : a 
photographs, ~~. - Taent of th idle as per ia. Fi ee Met 
ent of the Legal Defense an pT 
‘ IEduciti@irei—#und of the Neer ty OST, 
ee Se ee spas Bae ae' Ty ae oe. Fe 





et -—-—— 





(indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.} 


BOSTON GLOSE 
—— Boston, MasSe 


BOSTON HERAID 
— Bostony MasSe 


BOSTON TRAVELER 
——— Bostony MASSe 


CHRISTIAN S( TENC:: 


=o MONITOR 
Boston, Lasse 
RECORD AMERICAN 
—— Bostony Masce 
Date: 9/11/64, 


Edition: New Engla nd 


Author: Richara Neff 
Editor: DewLt John 
Title: 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING 
Character: 
Ciseaihiestion OO | BN GN CG 


Boston 








‘ere 


fa : Fad Ne - perm c ta ev . 2 _-™ wy. ops ~ Sg bas ‘ ; . weasat wa ee —__ : : 
en SeRiaaag anergy es OTT pS eet I RR PR? le ne EN he Tlie Motes Nahe 


GPO C2 7-7} 


ce XXANRAX 
: XXXRXX 
XXXNXX 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
co ee FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
= <t Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One er more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion, 


RK) Deleted under exeniption(s) 0 b C) de, eas Coo nee ae With no segregable 


material available for release to you. 
Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following goverment agency(ies) ~. 0 eens 
_ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you, 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); carer! 
_ as the information originated with them. You will 


be advised of availability upon i return of the aintorisl to the FBI. 








Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[-} For your information: 











4 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


Mtr OC. GLesle¥ ey, kth ftp Pooh 


C 





XXXXXKNXNXNXNKKKRRY 
DELETED PAGE(S) x 
oa DUPLICATION FEE % 


XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE > 
XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXX XX 


XXXXXX 


FBI/DOJ 


ths os tet ook 1 At RICOTTA IRE Ent RRC ERS YC! 2 SER PRE TNE ae 
A la ah iE ai a Ot A 





we eT Re Nee et ge 


CO ae 
* 


CNIS TE Ba 


eee Se ee ee 





| 
| 
| 
FBI | 
ae 
Date: 9/22/64, 
Transmit the foBowing UY at a tthe ee Ba eg et a gs oes | 
_ _ (Fype in plain text or code) 1 
AIRTEL AIR MAIL - REGISTERED 
Via tease pa a aa a i a 9 et ncn een 
4 (Priority or Method of Mailing) } 
te ee ee ee ee a et Be le ee a ee 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
h \YeRom: SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-57229) 
UY (4 € - s - 
q RE; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SM-C 


Remyairtel 9/21/64. 


The "Los Angeles Times", a large daily metropolitan 


nowcnanar an 0/09 /6)t mA Tiaghad an artinta whirh Atarntacad 
41 Weep wd 3 WA Tf Ones w'T 3 PMV Ate Cele CAL VW ee Wd Se Wasdwld WAY Leo 


that the luncheon honoring Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Negro 
civil rights leader, scheduled to be held on Friday, 9/25/64, 
(in the Embassy Room, Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles) was 
postponed indefinitely on Monday (9/21/64) because of Dr. 
KING's inability to be in Los Angeles at that time. The 
article continued that the affair was to have been under 
the sponsorship of the Democratic State Central Committee. 
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A copy of this airtel is being furnished to the 
Atlante@ Division for information. a 


pia CONTATHLD - 
c “TR Lae fae \ 
ae ; 39179 even REP OP 


’ BAureau (AM~RM) neeiek /[bb- (06é /o- y 


Tio a 18 SEP 23 1964 


VYod Lil 


(5) | = —— ee } ek 
: - ALY 7 oo 
~ wick - a eee Ten SORTA Tyme 
"ED qty * 








| 


meee 


| oe 


- pw > 9 


ae rl 









< 
ORC ary op 


%. 


Tw ro 


wie 


PR REN EER ee SE 





er ee ee 


F-b-I 
a 
Date: 9/2 1/64 
Pe aad 

HEDGING MALO: TOO WAIN Miu Sen tesse  2 a en res i Gt re aS te ye eet ee Se 
; (Type ia plain text ar code) | 
‘ AIRTEL AIR MAIL — REGISTERED 
1G cet gE a 8 fi a nel a at, Dag en peaeh hae oe 


(Priority or Method of Mailing} i 


we am mee eee re eee ee eee ee eee — — — 
— i ee Cee — —_ ee eee ee 


TOs DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
sro: SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-57229) 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SM - C 






The "Los Angeles Times," a large daily metropolYtan 
newspaper, on 9/20/64 (Final Edition) published an article whic 
revealed that MARTIN LUTHER KING would speak on behalf of the 
JOHNSON-HUMPHREY Democratic ticket, Friday, 9/25/64, in the 
Embassy Room of the Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles. Dr. KING, 
who was described as the head of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, will address the luncheon meeting which 
is under the sponsorship of the Democratic State Central 
Committee, according to the article. The article continued 
that plans for his appearance became known when Party members 
received invitations to the $5.00 a plate affair from Mrs. 
CARMEN H. WARSCHAW, Southern California Democratic Chairman, / 
The foregoing is being furnished to the Bureau per A 
information and no action concerning his visit contemplated by 
the Los Angeles Division UACB, 
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Dr. King, Pope | 
To Talk on Rate (8 


ATLANTA, Sept. 16 (AP) 
C The Rev. Dr. Martin DTuther 
a 


‘| King Jr, now in Europe, an- 





nounced throuch his office to- 
day that he hopes to lay the 
racial situation in the United 
States befor@ Pope Paul VI. 


The civil rights leader and! 2 Tt. } 
Negr 0, spokesman disclosed 





that he ‘had heen granted an 





audience with the Pope on! 

Friday. | KR 
Se A statement to the effect! 

was issued from tthe head- 
. quarters in Atlanta of the| 


Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Confererre, which Dr. 


tf yt 
King heads. u Py The Washington Post and sie: 
2) Times Herald 


The Washington Daily News _ 





The Evening Stor 
New York Herald Tribune 


New York Journal-American 





New York Mirror 


LOO - oe eh of 3 / ew York Daily News 
are 12s 4 ; 234 we, fet et } - S i Y bem York (Post) 2. 
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7 4 Your letter of September 8th has been received. A 


With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidentlal in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is | 
available for official use only. I regret Iam unable to be of 
assistance in this instance but trust you will understand the 
necessary reasons for this policy. 








Iam enclosing, for your information, a copy of i aa 
my Testimony before the House Subcommittee on Appropriations =. == 
on January 29, 1964. On page 40 you will flnd my remarks with] + . 
regard to communist interest in Negro activities. cD > wo 
x =- «£ 
; ria & 
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lan Springs, Nevada ~ 
Septemher 8, 1964 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 


Deer Mr. H oover: 


It has been revealed to me several times from literary sources 
and every day conversation that many of the civil rights demonstrations 
are in great part a result of a commnistic stimlus. I have also come 
across many articles which have indicated that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther _ 
King.is in some way connected with communism in America, along with many 
other civil rights leaders. 


If this is true, you would honor me greatly by confirming this 
and perhaps rendering a brief d issertation on Dr. King's commnist 
a ssociations, Thank you very much. 


Respectfully yours, 
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niorination with respect to the racial 


a Situation in the New york area and the Communist 

, anfiltration tnereof and it is felt that this classification 
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Scptember 14, 1964 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 


Dear Sirs: 


As an Anti-Communist American citizen, I wouid 
very much like information on an article sent me, taken from the 
Augusta Courier of Aug. 31, 1964. This article lists several names 
as those of Communists or belonging to Communist fronts. Would 
you please check the individuals whom the F.B,I. have found to be 
Communists ? 


Also, is Bayard RuStin, assistant to Dr. Martin Luther 


Ae ne 


King, listed as a Communist? 
ee an 


And, finally, do you have lists of known Communists 


. available for public use? -I would very much like such a list for my 


Own usé in working against Communism. Thank you very much. 


: y=’ ... 


Palmer, Nebraska 
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FROM: r, F, J, Baumgardner 4 
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER ie. JR. 


SECURITY MATTER — COMMUNIST 


dated August 31, 1964, in which the Director approved 
to have Assistant Director Malone orally brief 









,0 avoid the possibility of Bageee the Pope grant 
g in connection with his proposed visit to Rome 


later ic ienth. 


Malone was briefed in this maiter and told to stress two 


things in his contact with the first being that 
he should stress of course the confidential nature of our briefing 


i that the Bureau.would not be drawn into the picture, and, secordly, 
a = = Sn take the necessary action 
so that if he could not, we could 
take appropriate steps through other channels, 
it z 
“Malone a toale aid levatca time nehad Giseuseeastia: vb 1(c } 
situation ‘With Do .: the weekend and he said that ’ 
TP 0c instant steps to advise the Vatican against 
granting any. audience to King. He stated that es | 












assured him that he would respect the confidential nature of the 
information and added that vas most pleased and re 
gratified that the Director thought enough of him to take him into ap 
his confidence and to rely upon him to handle such a delicate matter, 















rough any 





that the Pope is not placed in an embarrassing position 
contact with King, 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM: SAC, BALTIMORE (100-23140) 


SUBJECT: CIRM 
: BUFILE 100-3-116 
fr NEW YORK FILE 100-151548 
| ATLANTA FILE 100-6520A 


Noe COMINFIL OF SCLC 
- is-c 

BUFILE 100-438794 in 

oe NEW YORK FILE 100-149194 nS 

a ATLANTA FILE 100-5718 


cs Reference Atlanta airtel to the Bureau dated oe 
e August 21, 1964; and Baltimore airtel to the Bureau dated ; 
August 27, 1964. ; | . 
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a ords of registrations and long-distance calls S 
. for perivd August 20-25, 1964. He advised that same were 
co being processed as rapidly as possible, and he would furnish this q, 
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CIViL ACLLON NUGBER 76=LIESG 


Unrecorded serial dated 9/4/64 pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judee John Lewis 
sith, Jr., and sent to National Archives, . 
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RB: BERBARD S. LEE V, CLAQENCE H, KELLEY, RE AL. 
| CUS 6,,- D.C) CIVIL ACTION NUORE 76-1285 
. SOULE CHRTSTTAL LEADERSELP COMHFERENCE (SCLC) 
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Unrecorded serial dated 4/1 /o4 pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judee John Lewis 
smith, Jr., and sent to National Archives. 
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NY 100-153735 a ee 


This letterhzad memorandum is cla 
‘Secret" because it contains information fron 
This source has furnisned hignly sensitive information ae ee ae 
with respect to the racial situation in the New York .. )(2) b 7D) . 
area and the Coumunist infiltration thereof and it is Rg ie * ee aes 
felt that this classification is necessary zn order |. ©: i 
not to jeopardize the valuable position of the informant = #¢ 
in furnishing information of this nature. Vp 2 2! oe wt gs 
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Communist Influence in Racial Matters 
Internal Security-C 


A confidential source, no has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised on Septempoer 
§, 1954, that Thomas Kahn and Bayard Rustin were in 
contact on that date. Rustin informed him that he (Rustin), 
Martin Luther King, Jv. (President of the Southern Curistian 
Leadership Conference) and ifilkins (Roy Wilkins, E..vcutive 
Secretary of the National Advancement for Colored People, 
NAACP) have been invited by the National Council of 
Churenes to attend a conference on Thursday, September 
10, 1964, in Nev York City. ‘he conference, Rustin 
said, wiil ve for the purpose of allowing them (Rustin, 
King and “/ilkins) evaluate tne vork of the rreedon 
Democratic party. 


Rustin also informed Kahn that he had been 
invited by the National Council of Cnurches to accompany 
Doctor Eugene Carson Blake (Stated Clerk of the Frresbyterian 
Church) to Cleveland, Ohio, on Thursday, September 1’, 1994. 
Rustin said he would talk to church leaders while in 
Cleyeland. Rustin said he thought that type of action 


was groving and was very important ™ z Pp 
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Tiis Gocument contains neither recommendat neF Sys 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Itf 
is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Stary 
4s loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to Cy Ol; 


be distribyted outside your agency. 74 
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Comaunist Influence in Racial Matters 


A confidential scurce, who nas furnished 
reliaple information in the past, advised 

in January, 1951, that Thomas D vid Kahn 
admitted being a memoer of the Young 

People's Socialist League (YPSL) from 

1957 to 1961 and a member of the National 
E..ecutive Committee of the YPSL during 

the sane period. Por characterizetion of (YPSL), 


se gece atteched characterization of Young Socialist Leegusc. 
3 In "The Saturday vending Post", issue 

= of July 1]-165, 1954, page 76, “Bayard 

* Rustin is the subject of a feature 

ss article capvioned “The Lone Wolf of 

i Civil Rignts". In it, Rustin is said 

i to have come to Nev York in 193u, as 

: an organizer for Young Communist League 


e (YCL) and as such, he had the joo of 
< recruiting students for the "Party . 
furthermore, the article reports that 
during his first years in New York, 
Rustin gave mest or his earnings to 
the “party. He reportedly left the 
‘party’ in 194), the article states. 4 


ee A ee ON . 
NS ae 


Ae 


TOME elt A 


- The YCL has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 1045¢C. OL 


ral 
4 


The “Daily vlorker", February J1, 1957, 
page one, column tio, reported that 

-- Bayard Rustin, E-:ecutive §- ee War 
Resisters League, was an ooserver at the 
16th National Convention, eee Party of 
United States of America (CPUSA), February 
9-12,1957, heid in New York Chey ly 


The ‘Daily Worker’ iias an east os 


Communist publication until it cease 
publication on January 12, 1958. Uy 


one 
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Communist Influence ln Racial Matters 





Another confidential source, woo nas 


furnished reliable infoltmation in tare 


nast, advised on February 19, 20, 1954, 
that Bayard Rustin contacted Benjamin 

J. Davis on those dates and sought ats 
advice as to how ne could escap® from 

a speaking engagement to which he vas 
comoitted. Cn the latte: contact, Davis 
told Rustin that ne was working on nis& 
request and had ccntacted friends imo 
had contacts vith the group to wnom 
Rustin was to speak. i 





"oe Naw York Times", Aucust 24, 1954, 
& 


reports that 


Tay ares + 
Benjanin J, Davis, N 10nal Secretary, 
ft 


CPUSA, died in New York caty on tne 
night of August 22, 19d!.Lf 


page 27, Colwnn Pour 
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; YOUNG SOCIALIST LCAGUE (YSL) 


The March 1, 1954, issue of the "Young Socialist 
Challenge," published as page three vf "Labor Action," 
an official publication of the Independent Socialist 
League (I5L), contained an article concerning the 
creation of the YSL, which pointed out that at a unity 
conference occurring February 12-14, 1954, at Labor Action 
Hall, New York, New Yerk, a merger occurred between the 
Young People’s Socialist League {YPSL) and the Socialist 
oo League (SYL). The new organization was rmamed the 
YSLa 14 





A confidential informant on June 15, 1954, made 
available the minutes of the YSL's National Action Committee 
meeting of April 13, 1954, which reflected that one S. 
SITEMAN, " Chairman of SP (Socialist Party) Youth Committee,", 
had ebjected to a statement appearing in “Commerce," a 
: New York University journal, which indicated that the YPSL 
: merged with the SYL to form the YSL. He explained that 
the YPSL did not merge with anyone, that it continued to. 
exist as the youth section of the Socialist Party. He 
explained that a small group of the Yrsl was drcpped, 
expelled, or suspended from that organization and joined 
the SYL, which he characterized as the youth group of the 
"Trotskyite ISL." He explained that after these few former 
members of the YPSL joined the SYL, the SYL them proceeded 
to change its neme for its own purposes. L¢ 


On April 9, 1956, another confidential informant 
advised as follows: 4, 


K 


The YSL has frequently worked in elose sympathetie 
cooperation with the ISL toward similar objectives, although 
each major issue given mutual consideration is decided upon 
by these organizations individually. The YSL serves as an 
apprenticeship for the ISL, but ISL selection of members from 
YSL ranks is made on an individual and personal basis. In 
many instances YSL members are also members of the ISL, ¢; 
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YOUNG _SUGIALIST LiAGue (YSL) CONT'D. 


t 


The YSL and ISL utilize the same printing house in New 
York Gity and the YSL publication is printed as an insert 
in "Labor Action." Frequently, lecturers tefore the YSL 


are IsL members, Le 


The Seotember 22, 1958, issue of “Young 
So¢ialist Challenge," which appeared as page five of 
"Labor Action," contained an undated statement from 
the National Action Committee of the YSL which indicated 
that the YSL had been dissolved. The stutement appeared 


. under the caption 98 the Young Peoples Sscialist League, 4 / 
’ The YFuL is paely known as the youth 


affiliate of tho Socialist Party-Social Democratic 
Federation. |{ : 
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, RE: * BERNARDS, LEE V, CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
| (U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL(¢ 
V. CLARENCE M, KELLY, ET AL (U.S, -D. a DC) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 16 - N86 


t 


Wanecended serial dated Unhe Youlled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., “and sent to National Archives. 
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RE: * BERNARDS, LEE V. CLARENCE M. ‘KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-2185 
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toe SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCI 
mat V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET. AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
_ CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 . 
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Unrecorded serial dated / fof pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., snd sent to National Archives. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under cxemption(s) on ee. With no seyregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
____ , was/were forwarded to then m . for direct response to you. 
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a0 >WOTE: See memo Baumgardner to W, C. Sullivan 8/31/64 cap-' 
wes tioned "Martin Luther King, Jr., Security Matter - Communist," 
oe SFP:kmj. Classified "T cret" because it contains infor- 
pe mgtion from our most senSitive sources in the communist field, 
a. Pe s well as the specific facets rela g to communist influence 
t} iS n réeial matters. The revelationof/ the identities of these 
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Wr. W. C. Sullivan, )C™! DATE: August 31, 1964 
1 = Mr. Belmont Tele. Room Seas 
FROM : Mr. F, J. Baumgardner fits l1- Mr. Mohr Holmes... 
Ai- Mr. DeLoach Gan ; 
a 1- Mr, Sullivan me, 
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1- Mr. D, J. Brenhan : 
SECURITY MATTER ~ COMMUNIST 1~ Mr. Bland 
b7e) / bi ‘ 
Martin Luther King, Jr., is to be in Wes riin, Germany; 


for the opening of that city's cultural festival 9/13/64, We have 
just obtained details of his itinerary for travel abroad which reveals 
that he will leave the United States either 9/ll or 12/64 and not 
return until 9/22/64, Included in his itinerary is a visit to Rome, 
Italy. He is to go there from Madrid, Spain, 9/18/64, and remain in 
Rome until the morning of 9/20/64 when he will go to London, England. 


We have not as yet obtained any information indicating th 
purpose of his visit to Rome, but it is entirely likely that he may 
seek and be given an audience with the Pope. This likelihood is 
clearly evident when one considers that King is receiving more and 
more acclaim as a leader of the Negro people in this country, plus 
the fact that he is a clergyman. Further, King we know is being con- 
sidered for the Nobel Peace Prize andhis receiving an audience with 
the Pope would likely receive considerable publicity, especially in 
Europe, further enhancing his chances for the Prize, 






It would be shocking indeed for such an unscrupulous charact 
as King to receive an audience with the Pope. It is believed that if 
a plan to see the Pope is in the making, it ought to be nipped in the 
S| bud. We have considered different possibilities for meeting this 
y problem and believe that the best one would be to have Assistant 
Director Malone of the New York Office personally contact 
ad on a highly confidential basis 
(1) the fact that King is to visit Rome and the 
-* likelihood of his receiving an audience with the Pope and (2) the 
unsavory nature of King's character, both from a subversive and 

; Ce Malone should be able to impress upon > 

; ely embarrassment that may result to the Pope should he grant King 

gy an audience and King is later discredited. In this light i a 
hardly even be necessary for Malone to "suggest" wha 

should do to forestall any possible audience, Malone 

the denti nature of this matter with 

and insure that the Bureau is 
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Memorahdum to Mr, Sullivan 

RE: ARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 

100-105670 
2 way associated with any action taken b 

Malone should also obtain from commitment that he 

will be able to block any attempt by King to gain an audience with 
By the Pope. i: is not able to give such an assurance, 

we must immediately know this so that we may explore some other avenue. 
Se RECOMMENDATION: 








; If approved, Assistant Director Malone should personally 
Dee orally brief in accordance with the attached 
> . Secret" ary indicating King’s communist connections and 


(This is the same summary we previously used 
in preventing ng*'s receiving an honorary degree from Marquette 
University.) The attached summary should also be used for telephon- 


ically briefing Malone, This matter should receive most expeditious 
\ handling because of the time elemen nvolved, 
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ReATairtel 9/4/64, copies to New York, seckinnes “, 


' “CIRM; Martin Luther King, sr., a: and enclosed: pode ee 


. 
- 


head menorangum of sane Cates —% Bon oO ». 
It wae reported that Martin Luther King, Pe . 
and some of his associates are in the process of preparing } 
an articie which is to be submitted to “Ihe Saturday Evening | 
Post” for possible publication, While it is indicated that ty 
the article will deal with certain matters such as thes" >. 
‘Poverty Bill, elections, riots and the so-called “backlash” - 
there is no definite indication as to the line which the - Ee 
article will follow or the stands which King will take in’ | (Qs. 
the article, It is King’s intention to have the article . ae 


published before the forthcoming national elections, 
3 


i 


Receiving offices shouid be extremely msgs & 
to obtain all available information concerning the article 


in question and specifically what its contents will be.: ie Be 
Keep the Bureau promptly advised so that interested °*. en ee pla 
Goverament agencies and officials may be appre sees. Sf 2 = 
, ‘ c 
| It is noted that King is considering bavite a B:. 
meeting with some of his advisors in New York City, 9/32/64 a 
‘concerning the article, Wew York should consider necessary é 
‘coverage for the purpose of identifying the persons with ss 
whom King will meet. Be alert to information which wil e 
be “available through your establishsd sensitive sources 
just subsequent to such meeting as the sources wee likely 
to divulge contents of the article, i 
%" o 
A: New York (100-153735) © /Oie 00 069 O— ce 
1l)=- 100- | se be 
100-106670 (Martin Luther Kinz, Jr.) WOT RESORTED . 
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th Letter to Atlanta 
eas (RE: CIRM 
Sita 2 + 100-442529 
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te NOTE: 


os We are disseminating the information contained 

a in the letterhead memorandum to the Department, Secret 

es Service, andmlitary intelligence agencies, As soon as 

“a we are able to obtain any definite information as to’ | 

‘fey . , What line King intends to take in his article we will . Fie 
Vay ' furnish guch information to the White House, . 
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Serial ¥47 pulled from this file under court order of 


U.S. Pistrict Judze John Lewis Smith, Jr., 
National Archives. 
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